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Judith M. Daubenmier ';"‘, r*, 8 E.,NER AL

Brighton, MI 48116

Complainant,

- MUR#_7297

Representative M ike Bishop
|

Rochester, MI 48307
Making Bold Inlttatlves+ Solutions to Help America (M BISH PAC), and Valerie Tillstrom,
Treasurer
P.O. Box 1148
Brlghton M| 481 16
Respondents.
COMPLAINT
Judith M. Daubenmier (Complainant) files this complaint with the Federal Election
Commission (the “FEC" or “Commission”) under 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(1) against
Representative Mike Bishop; and against his leadership PAC, Making Bold Initiatives +
Solutions to Help America (“ M-BISH PAC") and its treasurer, Valerie Tillstrom, for violating
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act”). Representative Bishop and
his leadership PAC hgve failed to file campaign finance reports in compliance with federal law
and Commission regulations, and have failed to disclose at |east é1,000 in political contributions.
In the 13 months since it was founded by Representative Bishop, M-BISH PAC had failed to file
any campaign finance reports of any kind, until this past Saturday, November 4, 2017. Three late

reports were filed immediately after an articlein the Detroit News exposed the PAC and
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Representative Bishop for this blatant failureto comply with FEC regulations and with federal
law." Though the reports have now been belatedly filed, at least one contribution received by the
PAC has still not been reported, calling into question the accuracy of these reports. After months
of concealing their financial operations from the Commission and the public, Representative
Bishop and his leadership PAC must be held accountable for these late and misleading reports.

M-BISH PAC and its treasurer have received multi ble warnings from the Commission
that the PAC is in violation of 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a), and that failure to file a timely report may
result in financial penalties or legal enforcement action. The Commission should act immediately
to invéti_éjéiethefull scope of these violations, ensure they cease immediately, and seek the
appropriate financial penalties.
A.  FACTS

Repreeéntative Mike Bishop represents Michigan’s 8th Congressional district in the U.S.
House of Representatives, and is running for reelection i'n 20182 On October 1, 2016
Representative Bishop established a leadership PAC called Making Bold Initiatives + Solutions
to Help America (“M-BISH PAC").® Between October 1, 2016, when it filed its Statement of
Organization, and November 4, 2017, M-BISH PAC did not report receiving any contributions
or making any expenditures.* Three reports were due in this time: a post-election report, due in
December 2016; an end-of year. report, due in January 2017; and a mid-year report, due in July

of 2017.5 Each time a report was due, the Commission contacted M-BISH PAC's treasurer and

' Melissa Nann Burke, Bishop PAC failsto file disclosure reports, The Detroit News, (Nov. 3, 2017) available at
http:/iwww. détfoifnews.com/storyinews/politics/2017/1 1/03/bi sHiop-di scl ostiré:fepaits/ 1073176 02:
2 FEC Form 2, Statement of Candidacy, Mike Bishop (April 6, 2017), availableat ’
hitpi//docquery.fec:gov. ﬂf/83Z201704069052019832/201704069052019832 pdf.
'FEC Form 1, Statement of Organization {October 1, 2016) ‘available at
http ldocquiery:fec.qovipdf779/201610120300103778/201610120300103779:0d .
* FEC.gov, Committee Profiles, available at https//www.fec: ovldata/oommltteel0006273981”tab-f|I|n S::

5See11CFR § 104.5(c)(1).
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informed her of the violation.? M-BISH PAC has now filed all three reports, however they were

filed between four and eleven months late.”

The belatedly-filed reports show that, contrary to what it reported prior to November 4, :
2017, M-BISH PAC accepted over $9,000 between the time it was organized and the end of the 'I
most recent reporting period. The post-general elecl.ion report shows a $2,700 contribution from
an individual donor, a $5,000 contribution from General Motors Corporation’s political éction
committee, and a $100 transfer from Mike Bishop for Congress.® The year-end report from 2016
shows the same three contributions.® Finally, the mid-year report from 2017 shows one
individual contribution for $1,000 and reports $400 in unitemized contributions. '
At least one contribution which was reported by its source committee is not included on
these reports. On its quarterly campaign finance report, the Capital One Financial Corporation's
PAC reported contributing $1,000 to M-BISH PAC on June 7, 2017." This contri bution was not
reported by Representative Bishop's leadership PAC on its 2017 mid-year report.'?

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT
With respect to a federal candidate or an individual holding federal office, aleadership

PAC is “apolitical committee that is directly or indirectly established, financed, maintained or
controlled by the candidate or the individual but which is not an authorized committee of the

candidate or individual and which is not affiliated with an authorized committee of the candidate

® FEC RFAI, M-BISH PAC, (Dec. 28, 2016), FEC RFAI, M-BISH PAC, (Feb. 16, 2017), RFAI, M-BISH PAC,
Aug. 16; 2017).
s FEC.gov, Committee Profiles, available at’ ttgsllwww femgovldatalcommltteel000627398I?tab-f|I|ngs
82016 Post-eléction Report, FEC Form 3x, Schedule A (Ngvember 4, 2017). available at
hitp://docquery.féc.gov/pdf/459/201711049086608459/201711049086608459.pidf
92016 End-of-year Report, FEC Férm 3x, ‘Schedule'A” (Ndvemiber-4,.2017). available at
http Iidocaiery: fec.dov/pdf/479/201711049086608479/201711049086608479:pif
0 2017 Mid-Y ear Report, FEC Form 3x, Schedule A (November 4, 2017) available at
y fec:qov/pdf/4971201711049086608497/201711040086608497.pdf:
FEC Disbursement Search, November 6, 2017, available at
https://www:fec:gov/data/disbursements/?wo year transaction period=2018& deta tyge=prooessed& reclplent na'n
&=C00627398& min_date=01%2F01%2F2017& max date=12%2F31%2F2018.
"2 See 2017 Mid-Yedr Réeport; supranote 10..
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or individual."*® Like all other political committees, leadership PACs are required to file regular
reports detailing all contributions they received and all disbursements made during each FEC
reporting period.'* These requirements are intended to allow the Commission to monitor the
activity of aleadership PAC and to make sure that the candidate is following all of the
Commission regulations regarding the use of fundsin aleadership PAC account. This disclosure
also allows the public, and the constituents of federal office holders, to obtain “accurateand -
complete information regarding the financing of federal candidates.” '

Contributions must n-ot only be reported they must be reported on time. Commission
regulations describe clear deadlines dictating When committees must report political activity, and
the Commission ensures that all committees are informed of the deadlines and reporting
requirement with which they are required to comply.'® M-BISH PAC's last thn;ee reports were
due. on December 8, 2016, January 31, 2017, énd July 31, 2017.7 All three were submitted on *
November 4, 2017."® M-BISH PAC has not provided any reason for the delay in the filing of
these reports, and the failure to file them on timé isaclear violation of Commission regulations
and federal law. |

In addition to being filed late, at least one of M-BISH PAC'sfilings appears to be
incomplete. Reports must include all contributions received in the relevant reporting period, and
all contributions over $200 must be itemized.'® M-BISH PAC was required to disclose all
contributions received between January 1, 2017 and June 30, 2017 on its mid-year report for

352U.8C. § 30104(!)(8)(8)

411 CF.R. § 104.1, 100.5(e)(6).

15 65 Fed. Reg.-31787-01, (May 19, 2000).

18 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a)(4), 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(c).

7 Se 11 C.F.R. § 104. §(c)(1), FEC.gov, 2016 Reporting Dates, available at

.httg Jlclassic:fec: govlmfo/rQo  dates:2016:shtml, FEC.gov, 2017 Reporting Dates, available at

http://classic.fec.qoviinfo/report dates.. 2017 shtml,
> FEC:gov, Committee Profiles, avallable at: ths//www fec: qov/dataloommlttea/00062739817ta>-f|nnq§.
1% 11 C.F.R. § 104.3(a)(4)(i).
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2017.% This report contained only one itemized contribution, from an individual named Donald
S. Parker.! l-iowever, Capitol One Corporation's political action committee reported
transmitting a $1,000 contribution to M-BISH PAC on June 7, 2017.2 This contribution was not
reported as required by law, so M-BiSH PAC conti nués to bein violation of the FEC's
requirement that it file accurate reports fully disclosing al contributions received. In addition,
M-BISH PAC may have received other contributions which have not been disclosed, depriving |
the Commission and the public of the transparency thaf our campaign finance laws require.

As the Commission has informed M-BISH PAC in three letters, the failure to file timely
reports as required by 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) is punishable by an administrative fine.

C. REQUESTED ACTION
Aswe have shown, there is substantial evidence that Respondents have violated the Act.

We re@ectfuliy request that the Commission investigate these violations, compel Respondents to

fully disclose the required financial transactions, enjoin Respondents from continued violations,

and fine them the maximum amount allowed by law.

My Commission Expires:

\2\2Z|Z201F

ANDREW ESSHAKI I
Notary Public.- Michigan L
' Wayne County
- My Commission Expires Dec 22; 2017

Actin in tho COunty °'.u -,

2 Id § 104.5(c)(2)(A)..
A FEC Forim 3x, Schedule A (November 4, 2017) available at

_httg /ldociuery fecgov/pdf/497/201711 049086608497/20171 1849086608497.pidf .

% FEC Disbuirseimient Search, November3,:2017, available at
hitps://www fec:qov/data/disbursements/Ztwo_year transaction. eriod=2018&dala type=processed&recipient. nam
e=C00627398& min_date=01%2F01%2F20178& max . date=12%2F31%2F2018.
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